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Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and the PEN/E.O. Wilson Literary Science Writing Award“Injects
much-needed vibrancy into the stuffy world of nature writing.” —Outside, “The Outdoor Books
That Shaped the Last Decade”The biologist and author of Sounds Wild and Broken combines
elegant writing with scientific expertise to reveal the secret world hidden in a single square meter
of old-growth forestIn this wholly original book, biologist David Haskell uses a one-square-meter
patch of old-growth Tennessee forest as a window onto the entire natural world. Visiting it almost
daily for one year to trace nature's path through the seasons, he brings the forest and its
inhabitants to vivid life.Each of this book's short chapters begins with a simple observation: a
salamander scuttling across the leaf litter; the first blossom of spring wildflowers. From these,
Haskell spins a brilliant web of biology and ecology, explaining the science that binds together
the tiniest microbes and the largest mammals and describing the ecosystems that have cycled
for thousands- sometimes millions-of years. Each visit to the forest presents a nature story in
miniature as Haskell elegantly teases out the intricate relationships that order the creatures and
plants that call it home.Written with remarkable grace and empathy, The Forest Unseen is a
grand tour of nature in all its profundity. Haskell is a perfect guide into the world that exists
beneath our feet and beyond our backyards.

Praise for The Forest Unseen:“[Haskell] thinks like a biologist, writes like a poet, and gives the
natural world the kind of open-minded attention one expects from a Zen monk rather than a
hypothesis-driven scientist.”—James Gorman, The New York Times“Very much a contemporary
biologist in his familiarity with genetics and population ecology, [Haskell] also has the
voracious synthetic imagination of a 19th-century naturalist. More importantly, Mr. Haskell is a
sensitive writer, conjuring with careful precision the worlds he observes and delighting the
reader with insightful turns of phrase.”--The Wall Street Journal“I really enjoyed—and learned a
tremendous amount from—[The Forest Unseen] . . . [it] opened the world up to me in a new
way.”—Elizabeth Kolbert, author of The Sixth Extinction“What goes on over the course of a year,
in one square meter of old growth forest? Everything, to those who look. Haskell’s writing is
natural history, in every sense of the phrase, at its very best.”—Richard Powers, author of The
Overstory, PBS Newshour"[Haskell] documents the marvelous profusion of life . . . [a] magical
look at the interconnectedness of the natural world, and the invisible ties that bind us
together." —The Guardian“Haskell leads the reader into a new genre of nature writing, located
between science and poetry.”— E. O. Wilson, Harvard University“[Haskell's] observations--of
lichens, snowflakes, salamanders, and more--are deftly interwoven with the science. His
account is fascinating, whether he's stripping off in January to experience the physiological
effects of severe cold, describing the symphonic sounds of trees in a high wind, or wondering at



the bacteriological properties of a vulture's digestive tract.”--Nature “Mixing poetry with natural
history, [Haskell] follows subtle scientific threads such as species interactions by observing the
seemingly mundane--a deer track, scraps of lichens, even a golf ball--to conclusions of
gratifying depth.”--Conservation Magazine“[The Forest Unseen] is a 'nature book,' and a great
one, but it's also and less obviously a book about human nature. You can't read its lyrical, tactile
prose without confronting the whole question of our place in the natural order, and of what we're
doing here. If we want to last much longer on this planet, we'll have to learn to think differently
and more deeply about those things, and Haskell can be one of our guides.”--John Jeremiah
Sullivan, author of Pulphead About the AuthorDavid Haskell’s work integrates scientific, literary,
and contemplative studies of the natural world. He is a professor of biology and environmental
studies at the University of the South and a Guggenheim Fellow. His 2017 book The Songs of
Trees won the John Burroughs Medal for Distinguished Natural History Writing. His 2012
book The Forest Unseen was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and the PEN/E.O. Wilson Literary
Science Writing Award, and won the 2013 Best Book Award from the National Academies, the
National Outdoor Book Award, and the Reed Environmental Writing Award. His new book,
Sounds Wild and Broken: Sonic Marvels, Evolution’s Creativity, and the Crisis of Sensory
Extinction, will be published in March of 2022. To listen to a collection of sounds from the trees in
this book, visit dghaskell.com.
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Brad Allen, “I will never look at the world around me the same again. I love it!. Books about the
world around us seem to come in three distinct genres; political diatribes, literary prose, and
hosts of science books little more engaging than textbooks. The Forest Unseen; a year's watch
in nature by David George Haskell is something different. He both paints pictures in our minds
like Ann Dillard in A Pilgrim at Tinker Creek and engages us with entertaining science.The forest
is a magical place carefully revealed by David Haskell. "When wonder matures, it peels back
experience to seek deeper layers of marvel below. This is science's highest purpose. And the
firefly's story is rich in hidden wonder." Mr. Haskell takes us through a series of vignettes each
one having just the right does of detail. His descriptions of the red eft, a salamander, drove me to
purchase more detailed books on our local amphibians and to look for them with more wonder. I
started to feel for the plight of an animal that literally drinks up whatever it walks on through its
multi-functional skin organ.This is a book of perspective and how much of the world is truly
unseen. "Of the billion microbes that live in the half handful of soil that I have exposed, only one
percent can be cultivated and studied in the lab. The interdependencies among the other ninety-
nine percent are so tight, and our ignorance about how to mimic or replicate these bonds is so
deep, that the microbes die if isolated from the whole." It takes a skillful author to create empathy
with a billion microbes.I especially like the way David Haskell balances his view of nature with
our existence within it. "...to love nature and to hate humanity is illogical. Humanity is part of the
whole. To truly love the world is also to love human ingenuity and playfulness. Nature does not
need to be cleansed of human artifacts to be beautiful or coherent. Yes, we should be less
greedy, untidy, wasteful, and shortsighted. But let us not turn responsibility into self-hatred."Get a
copy of this book and savor The Forest Unseen”

Bernie Gourley, “Days in the life of a small patch of old-growth forest over the course of a year.
The premise of this book is simple but the result is fascinating. The author, a naturalist, picks a
small patch of old-growth forest in Tennessee and visits it three or four times per month over the
course of a year. He then writes an essay on something that he observed in (on, above, below,
etc.) that patch that he calls “the mandala.” (FYI- A mandala is a symbolic representation of the
universe, or an aspect thereof, that some Eastern religions use for meditative purposes.) While
botany and zoology form the heart of Haskell’s subject matter, the subjects vary and include
geology, behavior (animal and human), light, medicinal use of plants, and more.Using a full year
as his scope, Haskell catches some of the rare and ephemeral forest happenings. He drills down
and offers the reader insight into what is happening beneath the bark and fallen leaves,
providing background and context through his research that supplements his observations. In
some of the articles we learn how the mandala may have changed over the centuries. In others
we learn about happenings at scales too small for us to observe directly.Haskell’s descriptions
are often beautiful and always necessary as he conveys all through words. There are no



graphics, and so the reader benefits from vivid descriptions. The chapters / essays stand alone
nicely, so one doesn’t have to read the book straight through, but can rather pick the book up
once and a while over an extended time — as it was written. Reading this book over the course
of a year wouldn’t be a bad way to go about it, particularly if one lives in an ecosystem similarly
forested.There is a bibliography, but that’s about the extent of ancillary matter. It’s a simple book
and that sparseness resonates well with the book’s theme and style.I enjoyed this book and
think nature lovers will find it intriguing and enjoyable.”

Jack Robinson, “True admiration for the Tennessee ecosystem. This book is a great read for
people in the environment field and anyone with a passion for nature. It goes very into depth on
the ecology of the Tennessee forest. It talks about relationships between organisms and does
more than scratch the surface. I read this for a class and it was the greatest out of all the books
I’ve read on nature.”

J. Solomon, “Become a Nature Lover. Perhaps I'm a bit obsessive, but this is the first book I've
read in a while that I looked forward to reading day after day. It is so rich in the natural sciences
combined with Buddhist like awareness that I would only read a few pages per day, wanting to
savor every paragraph. The style of writing is mostly conversational in nature which allowed me
to really feel what, to some degree, Mr. Haskell felt when he was there. It is a book I never
wanted to end - that's what it felt like to me.I'm fortunate to have experienced similar environs in
the Cumberland Plateau and southern Appalachian mountains. This book gave me a depth of
understanding of the environmental symbiosis that I don't think I would have surmised otherwise.
Mr. Haskell has certainly celebrated his UK literary roots combined with scientific expertise. The
result is a book worth keeping in your library whether you are a nature lover or not. After reading
this book, you may become a nature lover!Post addendum: my cousin lives on the same
mountain as Mr. Haskell and pointed out the cove that is the focal point of the book. I didn't have
time to go there but I will soon before the wildflower season ends! I was also fortunate to have
met Mr. Haskell when he lectured at the Chattahoochee Nature Center in Roswell, GA. He is
quite a "regular guy", very down to earth, just like his writing!”

Randy, “Poetic, eduational, and promising. What a lovely book. Both educational and uplifting.
The careful observation couched in beautiful crafted, loving prose from the author both opened
vistas of life in nature and hope within me... What an amazing, interconnected world we are
blessed to share with the plants, animals, minerals, and elements.”

Stewart M, “The forest revealed.. This is a dense and interesting book based on the close
observation throughout one year of a very small area of old growth woodland in America.This
simple description is important to the structure of the whole book - through close and regular
observation of one small area the author seeks to build a clearer understanding of a greater



whole. This is a book that moves from the specific to the general, from the small to the large
and, eventually, from the external to the internal.Chapter by chapter the year unfolds , and given
this chronological structure, it no surprise that the turning of the seasons plays an important role
in the narrative of the book. Each chapter does have a very similar structure, but the shear
diversity of the subject matter prevents the book from becoming repetitive. The chapters start
with some form of observation or encounter which is used as the basis for wider
thought.However, the book is not (in my opinion) perfect. In the first half of the book the author
seems to be too willing to use the term `design' when what he clearly means is `evolve' - this
may be a small point, but it jars with the other scientific material. In the final chapters of the book
the term `evolve' is used far more often (and more appropriately) for a book with biology at its
heart. I don't know if the author was treading a "safe path" in the opening chapters before
pinning his colours to the mast, but at times it does feel like that.This is a wonderfully informative
book that reads like a microscopic version of The Natural History of Selbourne. In the end the
author concludes that close observation - and the addition of learning's other than just the
scientifically verifiable - will lead to a greater understanding of our world and our place in
it.That's a conclusion that is very hard to argue with.Recommended.”

Edward M. Sedgwick, “Beautifully written and inspiring. Beautifully written and inspiring. This
book shows how many different forms of life have evolved timetables to take advantage of
different seasons, of sun, drought. rain and frost and how they survive the harsh times. There are
many books about birds, bees, trees and fleas but few capture the interconnectedness of
different lives like this one does.”

Trevor Heighton, “Nature under our nose.. Proof that small is indeed beautiful....so much in such
a small plot.  Helps us to look more closely at nature right under our noses.”

dunken, “Amazing book. This is an exceptional book, not only for the beautiful prose and highly
original content, but for the easy way in which complex biological relationships are explained for
the non-specialist, but interested natural historian. David Haskell studied one square metre of
old forest throughout a year and from careful observation, writes about the web of life - of which
we are but one small part. This is a book to be read slowly over and over again. Highly
recommended.”

leonidas, “Five Stars. Great!”
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